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** Haud cuique datum est habere nasum.”—Manrr. 


Tue genuine talent for ridicule is perhaps 
less frequently to be met with than any other 
kind of genius. It is a rare, and if rightly em- 
ployed, a salutary gift. Yet, like every other 
good thing, it is liable to abuse. Some have 
availed themselves of it to lacerate with a 
rabid tooth Merit and Virtue; and it is still 
more basely misapplied by others, who use it 
to stab at the peace and comfort of a friend,— 
esteeming a joke of more value than the af- 
fection ofa worthy man: 

¢ um modo risum 
“ Excutiat sibi, non hic cuiquam parcet amico—”’ 
Ridicule is the only proper scourge of the 
lesser vices. When brandished against them, 
it is a weapon of mighty force. A sneer is 
often more grating to the proud than the 
severest invective; and there are men—cal- 
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lous to shame—who can yet taste the bitter- 
ness of derision. Genuine ridicule, when used 
for legitimate purposes, is (whatever shape it 
may assume) entitled to respect, as being 
salutary to the community. 

But, in proportion to the honour which real 
genius deserves, is the contempt due to the 
counterfeit. I would deliver to the tormentors 
the portentous Mock-Wits, who infest every 
company, spirting forth their mawkish venom 
in the form of common scandal,—as well as 
the less original “ Men of Genius”—who are 
content to pass their little hour in reiterating 
the ancient puns and venerable witticisms of 
their ancestors. For, in every age, the world 
nas been plagued by a race of wretched beings, 
the sole object of whose ambition has been to 
deserve the pitiful appellation of “ pestilent 
wits;”? and these vermin are, at the present 
day, equal to the worst of their intellectual 
forefathers in the baseness of their qualities 
and the ignominious nature of their prepen- 
sities. The same shallow stream of unceasing 
loquacity,—the same mixture of stale jokes 
and miserable witticisms,—the same unre- 
lenting spirit of calumny—that disgraced 
“the olden time,” may be found among this 
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generation; 
= facundia prisca remansit t 
**Raueaque garrulitas, studiumque immane loquendi.” 
Among the worst of this class is Lucio. His 
character exhibits a most curious amalgama- 
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tion of ill qualities, and the mass of evil is 
leavened with scarcely a single redeeming vir- 
tue. His affections are so equally divided be- 
tween the love of dress and the cm of drink- 
ing, that it were no easy task to decide whe- 
ther his devotion be more sincere to the glass 
which gives—or that which drowns his reflec- 
tion; and he would be in some peril of the doom 
of Narcissus, if there were not an invincible 
fate which forbids his dying by water.— With 
all this, he is alike destitute of the gentle 
manners of the fop, and of the undissembling 
heart of the toper. Ever varying in his deport- 
ment,—brutal, when he can be so with impu- 
nity,—servile, when he fears to be otherwise, 
—his soul alone remains always unchanged— 
the seat of foul malignity. Darkened by igno- 
rance and real stupidity, he possesses an in- 
stinctive hatred of the merit which he cannot 
emulate,—he is always ready to strike, with 
“back-handed calumny,” at the virtue on 
which he dare not look,—and if it be proof 
against his blew,—content, like the grasshop- 
per, to defile what he wants the power to 
wound. Inveterately loquacious,—he mistakes 
garrulity for vivacity and ill-nature for wit; 
and is seldom heard to speak in the accents 
of praise, except it be in the first person;— 
in fine,—he is 


** Un petit suffisant, qui n’a que du caquet, 
** Vailleurs mauvais esprit, qui décide, qui fronde, 
** Parle bien de lui-méme, et mal de tout le monde.” 























$8 THE ORITIC. NO. V- 


Iam willing to believe that such men are 
rarely to be met with among us, nor do [ think 
that their number can increase. For, although 
the inhabitants of Philadelphia are too indul- 
gent to folly and suffer many groundless pre- 
tensions to pass unquestioned, yet they are 
not vicious; and I am sure that if sucha 
character, as I have described, were to appear 
in his native deformity, he would be loathed 
by them. But there are gradations of evil; 
and if there be few whose souls are so intense- 
ly wicked, there are still very many who pos- 
sess a diluted portion of the same spirit. 
These it is my object to reform; and I thought 
the best mode of attaining my purpose would 
be to shew them the degraded and contemp- 
tible situation to which their perseverance in 
ill must lead them. 

I promised to publish the “ Treaty of Amit 
and Limits,” which I offer to the World. 
Here it is; the ratification, as I said before, 
must be exchanged within five days from this 
date, at the peril of whom it may concern. 
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TREATY OF AMITY AND LIMITS, 


BETWEEN 


Geoffrey Juvenal, Critic General, of the one part, 


AND 
HIS MISCELLANEOUS MAJESTY, 


Commonly known by the name of The World, 
of the other part. 


The above named powers, being desirous to 
establish, on a permanent basis, the good un- 
derstanding which at present subsists between 
them, have agreed al concluded upon the fol- 
lowing articles. 

ARTICLE I. 


There shall be an universal and lasting 
peace between the high contracting powers. 


ARTICLE II. 


His Miscellaneous Majesty cedes to the 
Critic General, in full sovereignty, the super- 
intendence of the Manners and Amusements 
of the Town. 

ARTICLE III. 

In consideration of this cession, the Critic 
General secures to the subjects of his Miscel- 
laneous Majesty, the peaceable enjoyment 
of their dresses and decorations, on the basis 
of the uti possidetis; but the aforesaid sub- 
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jects are to remain answerable to the Critic 
General for any new extravagances. Certain 
Dowagers and ancient Belles are also exclu- 
ded from the benefit of this article; and the 
High Contracting Power of the first part, re- 
serves to himself the right of reducing them 
within such limits, that every one who sees 
them, shall not be tempted to exclaim:— 


c 





What are these, 

**So wither’d, and se wild in their attire, 
**'That look not like th’ inhabitants o’ th’ earth, 
** And yet are on it?” 





ARTICLE Iv. 


The High Contracting Power of the second 
part, acknowledges the right of the Critic 
General, to direct the regimen of such of his 
Miscellaneous Majesty’s subjects as shall go 
mad upon any of the Natural or Moral Sci- 
ences, or upon Literature. 

This acknowledgment is understood to in- 
clude, 

1. All the Sciences which end in ology, 
except Theology. 

2. All the Natural Sciences which do not 
end in ology. 

3. The various branches of Philosophy. 

4. The Belles Lettres. 


ARTICLE V. 


His Miscellaneous Majesty, (having made 
the above concession in order to shew un- 
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equivocally his amicable spirit) stipulates on 
his part, that such of his subjects, as may 
choose to go mad, shall be at full liberty to 
do so, without let or hindrance, upon any of 
the political Sciences. This stipulation ex- 
tends to, 

1. Democracy, Mobocracy, Stratocracy, 
and all the various forms of government, 
ending in cracy. 

2. Monarchy, Oligarchy, and all ending in 
archy. 

3. The numerous ramifications of Political 
Economy and Statistics. 


ARTICLE VI. 


‘The Critic General shall abstain from the 
oppression of Individuals, and shall not de- 
prive any Man of his character, except where 
the loss of it would be manifestly advantage- 
ous to the party concerned. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The High Contracting Power of the first 
part, hereby guarantees to James Paulding, 
Esq., commonly known by the name of “the 
Cabbage Bard,”’—the peaceable enjoyment 
of the poetical Throne, for the space of one 
year from the date of this treaty. In order 
to carry this article into full effect, the Critic 
General shall produce, within five weeks, a 
Critique on the “ Backwoodsman;” in which 
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he shall speak as favourably of that work, as 
his conscience will allow him. If this method 
should fail, the said Critic shall publish an 
original Ballad, upon the Author of that 
Poem; beginning, 
Let livelier spirits strive to please, 
With honeyed praise—or satire scalding— 
I better love to live at ease, 
Doze, and “ wax fat” with Mr. Paulding. 
May “ agonies rheumatic” bow ’em— 
The snarling Critics that appali’d him! 
You’re safe,—they cannot d—n your Poem— 
Until they read it, Mr. Paulding! &c. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


The Critic General will not meddle with 
the Missouri Question; he has no objection 
to the southern people’s possessing as many 
negroes as they please,—since they have a 
taste for a mixed population. Provided al- 
ways nevertheless, that the said People take 
effectual measures to prevent the escape of 
their black brethren; so that they may not, 
every summer— 





come over us, 

**Like the sweet south that breathes upon a bank of 
violets, 

** Stealing, and giving odour.” 





ARTICLE Ix. 
The ratifications of this treaty shall be ex- 
changed within five days from the date. 
anne at Philadelphia, 12th February, 1820. 
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